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Purpose of Case Study/Learning Episode





The final product of your participation in ENVISION is the development of a team (Level I & II) case study/learning episode that tells a story about participating in ENVISION.  The purpose behind this assignment is to document, provide evidence, of the ways that your team has used ideas, lessons, or assessments, or benefited from participating in ENVISION and/or how your students have benefited.  The case study/learning episode serves as an evaluation of the ENVISION project.  The case study/learning episode will be used in writing the project’s annual report for the National Science Foundation and may be viewed by the program officer.  Thus the case study/learning episode is extremely important in documenting the effectiveness of ENVISION.  In addition, at the conclusion of the ENVISION project, a dissemination document will be produced containing a sample of the case studies/learning episodes written by participants.  This dissemination document would provide other teachers with ideas and insight into integrating environmental science into their classroom.





Who Must Write a Case Study/Learning Episode





Each team (Level I & II) must complete the case study/learning episode assignment.  We encourage your team to write an additional case study/learning episode about training Level II participants.  It would be very valuable to the ENVISION project if several teams would also write about their staff development activities, however, this is not required.  The Level I contact person is responsible for submitting the case study.





When is the Case Study/Learning Episode Due





The case study/learning episode is due no later than May 1.





What Do I Write About in the Case Study/Learning Episode





First, remember that the purpose of the case study/learning episode is to tell your team's story about participating in ENVISION.  It serves as a “snapshot” of your classrooms or results of participation.  Second, your case study/learning episode should communicate to others about what your team did, how your team did it, what worked/what did not work, and what your team learned.  It should provide others with ideas and insight into implementing ENVISION ideas and activities in their classroom or through professional development.  Please note that your team's case study/learning episode is different from your team's manuscript.  Attached are two example case studies/learning episodes written by teachers.  One, a “Day at the Creek” describes how the teacher integrated field trips/studies into the curriculum; the other, “Investigating Browning Evergreens” describes how the teacher implemented an inquiry investigation.  These are provided only as examples about how you might organize your case study/learning episode.  There are several weaknesses with these examples: they are not clearly aligned to the NRC standards, the assessments are weakly developed, and they contain no examples of student work.  These are weaknesses you should avoid in writing your case study/learning episode.  Your team's case study/learning episode may focus on a single classroom event, such as the examples, or it may take a more general or broad curricular focus. The following is a short list of possible topics:





Field studies/environmental monitoring


Use of technology--EnviroMapper, Terraserver, and other web sites


Alternative Assessments--practical and open-response tasks


Issues-based lessons


Use of local resources--guest speakers


Integration of Module content and/or pedagogy


Changes in students’ ideas and understandings


Training Level II participants


Conducting staff development





Be sure not to identify students or other teachers by name, use pseudonyms.  Incorporate examples of student work, lesson plans, handouts, assessments, and other resources in your case study/learning episode.  Prepare your case study/learning episode as a Microsoft Word for Windows version, double-space, using 12 pt. font and Times New Roman if possible.





How is the Case Study/Learning Episode Submitted





The case study/learning episode is to be submitted in a hard copy form and digital version.  If you are unable to scan student work examples or other materials, then they may be submitted as hard copies.  Digital photos are welcomed as part of your product.  The contact teacher is responsible for submitting the report.





Variety in the Case Studies/Learning Episodes





Because one use of the case studies/learning episodes is disseminating ENVISION ideas and activities to others there is a need for variety in the themes of the case studies/learning episodes.  Thus, we encourage participants to talk with each other about the focus of their case study/learning episode such that if a participant wanted to cover a different topic they could.





