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Overview

WebQuests are lessons that lead students to web sites to investigate issues. WebQuests have 5 parts: Introduction, Task, Information Sources, Process, and Conclusion. Students are split into teams to investigate the task. The introduction sets the stage for the investigation. The task is the assignment into the issue. The process is to look and read about the issue to answer question using the web sites and develop a team solution. The conclusion wraps up the activity and summarizes the issue.

	


Instructional Cluster

	· Sense of Purpose
Using web sites the 

Learners understand what a webquest is and look at samples. 
	(  Eliciting Ideas
Learners consider what a webquest is and how it could be used with students.
	(   Engaging Learners 
In groups, look at various waste related webquests to present finding to the class. 

	
	
	

	· Developing and Using  

Scientific Ideas 
Material from websites will provide tasks/questions for students to practice skills or using knowledge in a variety of situations.
	· Reflecting on Ideas   and Experiences 
Learners will express, clarify, justify, and represent his/her idea.


	· Assessing Progress

Conduct an assessment of  written group plan that requires application of ideas.  

	
	
	


	Objectives
	Materials

	
	· 

	1. Learners will become familiar with webquests.

2. Learners will look at different   

      webquests and evaluate their 

      usefulness to the classroom.


	Safety Issues/Precautions  

	3. 
	


	Background 

A webquest is an inquiry-oriented activity in which some or all of the information that learners interact with comes from resources on the Internet. The amount of information provided through the Internet is unprecedented. Webquests help students make sense of all the information, compelling them to ferret out relevant information, come to conclusions, and think for themselves. (Dodge, 1995)



	

	Procedure

1.Ask teachers what a webquest is and how are they used? 

2. Have teachers open up What is a WebQuest site.(http://edwb.sdsu.edu/webquest/webquest.html)  Identify the five parts of a webquest.

3. Assign a pair of teachers a landfill webquest from the list provided. The teachers should look over the webquest and report back to the class about what they liked and what they didn’t and if it was usable in their classes.

4. Preview “Landfill in my Backyard?” webquest. Ask for suggestions for improvement.

5. Look at template webquest from list.

6. Discuss any questions they have about webquests and show them how to create one.




	National Research Council Science Education Standards




Professional Development

	

	


Inquiry 

	As a result of this activity the students should develop understandings about scientific inquiry.

Identify questions and concepts that guide scientific investigations.

Use technology and mathematics to improve investigations and communications.

Recognize and analyze alternative explanations.

Communicate and defend a scientific argument.



	

	

	Resources

Webquests

What is a Webquest?

 http://edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/webquest.html
Landfills

http://www.snc.edu/educ/mse/courses/summerIT/students/Benesh-Zoeller/
http://www.plainfield.k12.in.us/hschool/webq/webq81/
http://coe.west.asu.edu/students/rosorio/webquest.htm
http://www.esc2.net/TIELevel2/projects/recycle/default.htm
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/webpaperwahe.html
http://www.montini.org/trashy_truth.html
http://www.richmond.edu/~ed344/webquests/paper/Paper1.htm
http://www.maxwell.syr.edu/plegal/tips/t2prod/thomanwq2.html
http://www.umeedu.maine.edu/coehd/environmental_activism/development/student_page.htm
http://www.scs.k12.tn.us/STT2000_wq/2-5/medlingp/default.htm
Templatehttp

http://edweb.sdsu.edu/webquest/LessonTemplate.html
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