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Taking a Closer Look
Doing a Site Survey

	Lead Staff Member 
	Time Allotment 

	Ted Leuenberger
	3 days


Overview

	Students need to become aware of all that might influence the environment of an area.  A site survey can be the first step in understanding an area.  Students need to become aware of things in and around an area to best understand how and why that environment is in its present state.


Instrucitonal Cluster

	· Sense of Purpose

	(  Eliciting Ideas
	(   Engaging Learners 

	Natural and human factors contribute to the state of an environment.
	Students brainstorm natural and human influenced features expected at a site.
	Students visit a site and do a survey appropriate to that area.

	· Developing and Using  

Scientific Ideas 
	· Reflecting on Ideas   and Experiences 
	(   Assessing Progress  

	Collect and arrange data.  Discover the relationship of factors on the resulting environment. 
	Compare expected results with actual findings.  Discuss reasons for similarities and differences.
	Assess collection, observation, and analysis of site features.


	Objectives
	Materials

	
	· Site survey form

	· Students become familiar with factors that might influence an environment.

· Students gain an understanding of natural and human influences on an environment.
	Safety Issues/Precautions  

	· 
	Caution needs to be taken when allowing students to survey a site.  The potential site should be checked for hazards.  Guidelines need to be created and followed. 


	Procedure



	1.  Select an area to survey.  Obtain permission to be on the site.  If necessary, notify 

     appropriate parties of your intent.

2.  Discuss the area with the students and have them brainstorm features that they think 

     might be encountered.

3.  Students will categorize these features as natural or caused by human activity.

4.  Distribute an appropriate survey for the chosen area.

5.  Discuss the parts of the survey and the way in which the information is to be collected.

6.  Go to the site and conduct the survey.

7.  In the classroom, categorize the results. (Make graphs, data tables, map, etc.)

8.  Have groups of students select certain findings and discuss why those features exist.


	National Research Council Science Education Standards




Teaching  

	Teaching Standard A: Teachers of science plan an inquiry-based science program for their students.   

          Select teaching and assessment strategies that support the development of student

          understanding and nurture a community of science learners.

Teaching Standard B:  Teachers of science guide and facilitate learning.

          Focus and support inquiries while interacting with students. 




Inquiry 

	Content Standard A:  As a result of activities in grades 5-8, all students should develop: 

          Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry 

          Understandings about scientific inquiry




	Resources



	EPA  Wetland Walk Supplement  EPA 910/s-96-001

Watershed Survey Visual Assessement Worksheets

Envision School Ground Survey

Stream Walk Survey -  Save Our Streams Science Project Guide - Izaak Walton League

Hoosier River Watch
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