Household Products Survey


Many household products may be considered hazardous.  Knowing what these products are and how to handle them can reduce potential threats to your health or to the environment.  Conduct this survey in your own home to identify such products.  Determine how the product is used, how it is stored, and how it is disposed based on the options given in the table below.   The data you collect for this survey will be compiled for your class and compared with other classrooms.

	How is it used?
	How is it stored?
	How is it disposed?

	Read labels
	In the original container
	Pour down the drain

	Understand labels
	Out of reach of children
	Incinerate (burn)

	Recognize signal words
	Labeled if in other containers
	Away from waterways or wells

	Use alternative materials when possible
	Containers sealed and dry
	Dilute leftovers before flushing

	
	150 feet from a well or waterway
	Send to landfill (trash)

	
	Ventilated; far from ignition sources 
	Send to special collection sites

	
	Away from direct sunlight
	


Important Safety Guidelines for Inventorying Your House

1. Do not eat, drink, or smoke while conducting the inventory. Traces of hazardous chemicals can be carried from hand to mouth. If the product is flammable, smoking may start a fire. 

2. If you find a product that is leaking and you have touch it, wash your hand immediately. Then wear heavy rubber or nitrile gloves for handling. Place the leaking product in its original container upright into a plastic bucket with a tight-fitting lid surrounded by plenty of clay-based absorbent (such as kitty litter), which will absorb the leaking product. 

3. On the outside of the plastic container write the contents, amount, and date, plus the words "Danger" or "Poison". 

4. Wash your hand thoroughly when you have finished the SWAP Home Inventory Form. 

5. Check to see if your hazardous products are stored out of the reach of children and pets. 

6. Be sure that flammables are stored away from sources of sparks, heat, and flames. Check that aerosols cans are stored away form high-temperature areas.

Guidelines taken from:

www.epa.gov/grtlakes/seahome/housewastes/src/swap.htm
