
 

Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences  
Outstanding Alumni Awardees 

 
 

YEAR NAME 
PURDUE 
DEGREE 

AFFILIATION AT TIME OF AWARD 

2012 

Budhendra Bhaduri PhD 1998 Corporate Research Fellow, Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

Mike Hoffman BS 1981 Chief Meteorologist, WNDU-TV 

Shankar 
Jayaganapathy 

PhD 1998 Senior Director, Oracle Enterprise Solutions Group 

Melanie McQuinn 
BS 
MS 

1993 
1996 

Senior Geologist, Noble Energy 

Suzanne  
Zurn-Birkhimer 

MS 
PhD 

1999 
2003 

Assistant Head, Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences, 
Purdue University 

2011 

Ed Bensman BS 1983 
Director, Science and Engineering Computing Center, Notre 

Dame 

Dhananjay (Tiku) 
Ravat 

MS 
PhD 

1985 
1989 

Chair, Earth & Environmental Sciences, University of 
Kentucky 

2010 

Thomas Adang BS 1973 
Systems Director, The Aerospace Corporation, Operationally 

Responsive Space Office 

Beverly Barnhart MS 1979 
Energy Technology Steward, Defense Technology Warning 

System, Defense Intelligence Agency 

Stephen Brand 
MS 
PhD 

1973 
1976 

Senior Vice President, Technology, ConocoPhilips 

Kurt Oschman MS 1984 Operations Manager, Science Applications International Cop. 

2009 

Marline Breece BS 1979 Attorney, Indianapolis 

Mark Longacre MS 1981 Founder and President, MBL, Inc. (Denver & London) 

2008 

Angela Buchman BS 1996 Chief Meteorologist, 24-Hour News 8, WISH-TV, Indianapolis 

Amalia Olivera-Riley PhD 1995 
Supervisor, South America Regional Team, ExxonMobil 

Exploration Co., Houston 

Franklin Roberston 
MS 
PhD 

1978 
1981 

Research Scientist, NASA Marshall Space Flight Center, 
Climate Diagnostics and Modeling Group 

2007 
Fall 

Frank Kornegay 
BS 
MS 

1973 
1975 

Operations Manager, The Spallation Neutron Source, Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory, TN 

Ralph Von Frese 
MS 
MS 
PhD 

1973 
1978 
1980 

Professor, Division Of Earth & Planetary Sciences, The Ohio 
State University 

2007 
Spring 

Mark Lester 
BS 
MS 

1975 
1977 

Exec. Vice-president, Chesapeake Energy 

Michael Sabones BS 1973 Meteorologist-in-Charge, Nat. Weather Service, Northern IN  

Dale Sawyer BS 1976 Professor, Rice University 
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2006 

Terri Bowers BS 1977 Principal, Gradient Corporation 

David Hager BS 1979 COO, Kerr-McGee Corporation (retired) 

Paul Krishna MS 1988 Environmental & Regulator Manager, ExxonMobil, Houston 

Bill Landwer MS 1977 President, Landex Prospecting Company, Spring, TX 

Patricia Pauley PhD 1985 Naval Research Laboratory, Monterey, CA 

2005 

Syed E Hasan PhD 1978 Director, Center for Applied Environmental Research, U Mo  

Patrick Starich MS 1984 Upstream Geophysical Coordinator, ExxonMobil 

2004 James Hurrell PhD 1990 Deputy Director, Climate & Global Dynamics Division, NCAR 

2003 Thomas Carney PhD 1984 Prof and Head, Aviation Technology, Purdue University 

2002 Lee Atkinson MS 1972 Hydrologic Consultants, Boulder, CO 

2001 Abdul Shakoor PhD 1982 Prof of Engineering Geology, Kent State University 

2000 Thomas Schroeder PhD 1974 
Director, Joint Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research, 

U of Hawaii 

1999 Chester Watts PhD 1983 
Director, Institute for Engineering Geosciences, Radford 

University 

1998 Guy Meadows PhD 1977 
Director, Cooperative Institute of Limnology and Ecosystems 

Research, U of Michigan 

1997 Ward Sanford BS 1983 Chief Project Research Scientist, USGS 

1996 Greg Young MS 1974 President and COO, ENSCO, Inc. 

1995 John Snow PhD 1977 Dean, College of Geosciences, U of Oklahoma 

1994 Ed Keller PhD 1973 UCSB 

1993 Bill Reid MS 1972 President and CEO, US Gold, Inc. 

1992 Ron Parratt MS 1975 President and Director of AuEX, Inc. 

1991 Patricia Sheetz BS 1975 Mobil Oil 

 


